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was granted. There were, however, exceptional condi-
tions resulting from the marriage of slaves : for example
when a slave marries the female slave of another master,
she follows him, in virtue of this marriage, to live with
him on his farm, and thus her master loses her services,
and the loss would be greater when her children fol-
lowed her, as was generally the case. This and other
problems of the kind were solved in various ways, such
as giving the master of the female slave a monetary
compensation, or waiting till one of his slaves marry a
female slave of the master of the farm in which his
woman lived and was thus compensated in the same
manner. As for the children, they were divided bet-
ween the two masters according to certain conditions.
As regards civil rights in those days the most evident
distinction between a free man and a slave was that
the latter was not qualified for a judicial post; i.e., he
could not be a judge nor accepted as a witness. This
incapacity was the result of his incapacity to wage war,
for, according to the practice of the Middle Ages, only
those fit to carry arms could interpret the will of God
as represented in legal judgments.

The laws relating to slavery in Islam are perhaps
the most precise and best made to deal with this excep-
tional social system which is not justified even by the
conditions in which it were laid. But, as is known,
slavery is one of the characteristics of the greatest
and most ancient civilisations. It was difficult, indeed
impossible, for Islam to undertake in those ages to
demolish a system which had taken such a deep root
in the frame of society* War and the survival of the
fittest, both morally and materially, necessitated that
it should have a share in the institutions of state and
private life. But slavery as enacted in western societies
of the Middle Ages, and of which we spoke above.